
 

 

March 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Edward L. Reisinger 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Baltimore City Council 
100 N. Holliday Street 
Baltimore, MD 21202 
 
RE: City Council Bill 19-0324 (Dockless Vehicles – Regulation and Taxation) 
 
Dear Councilman Reisinger and Members of the Committee: 
 
Bikemore is Baltimore’s livable streets advocacy organization, representing over 3,000 donor members 
and thousands more city residents who walk, bike, and take public transportation every day. 
 
Baltimore City is facing a public health and transportation safety crisis. Each year on our roadways, 50 
people die and more than 10,000 are severely injured in crashes involving motor vehicles. These same 
motor vehicles release harmful and deadly emissions into our city air. Child asthma rates in Baltimore are 
twice the national average and the primary reason kids miss school. And, hospital admission rates for 
asthma closely track our major car commuting routes in Baltimore City. According to data linked in the 
Health Department report on the recently passed Clean Air Act, “the city of Baltimore in particular is 
characterized by the highest total mortality rate from all combustion sources: about 130 early deaths 
attributable to PM 2.5 per year per 100,000 inhabitants.” 
 
We have to do everything in our power reduce reliance on personal automobiles in Baltimore City, 
because the data clearly shows that reliance on personal automobiles kills hundreds and injures 
thousands of Baltimoreans every year. 
 
Dockless vehicles fit into this picture as one of many solutions. The data from our pilot program--a 
regarded as one of the most forward thinking and successful pilot programs in the country--clearly 
shows that personal automobile trips and taxi/rideshare trips were replaced by scooter and e-bike trips 
when the program was available to those users. And data nationally shows that when these programs 
are paired with construction of high-quality, separated mobility lanes, more people of all ages and 
abilities replace car trips with lower impact, healthier walking, biking, and public transportation trips. 
 
Over 750,000 trips were taken by nearly 200,000 riders in the pilot period. The evaluation report shows 
81% of respondents, including a majority of non-users support continuation of the dockless program. 
It’s clear the public believes the program should be made permanent. 
 
CCB 19-0324 represents the outcome of an input process that sought expertise from a wide group of 
constituents including the Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Commission, business leaders, residents, public 
health professionals, advocacy organizations.  
 
We thank Chairman Reisinger, Baltimore City DOT, and the Baltimore City Law Department for their 
open and responsive approach to drafting this legislation and subsequent DOT amendments, that 
combined create legislation that is likely to be a model for other cities. 
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We ask that the Baltimore City Land Use and Transportation Committee support CCB 19-0324 as 
amended with the package of DOT amendments that was reviewed by the ad hoc Dockless Vehicle 
Committee, which will ensure a flexible, transparent, and leading permit program is developed by 
Baltimore City Department of Transportation. 
 
We also ask that the Baltimore City Land Use and Transportation Committee review the subsequent 
permit development by Baltimore City DOT to ensure that the spirit of best practices, equitable 
distribution, and flexibility continues through to the permit process. 
 
And finally, we ask that this committee continue to advocate for more and safer all-ages infrastructure so 
that this program may continue to be a national success as it grows and gets more people out of cars. 
 
Thank you, and should you have any questions, feel free to contact me at jed@bikemore.net. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jed Weeks 
Policy Director 
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